
1 
 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

COVID-19 

As we approach Christmas events, we need to adjust the way we are 

working as a group to be able to properly come together to rehearse 

and perform in the best way.  For some of us, we are still anxious 

about social distancing and the risks of COVID-19 and for others, we 

are comfortable to mix with others. 

From Sunday 28 November, we will be changing the way we come 

together so that we can rehearse in a more accurate way to when we 

will be performing at events.  We will be moving chairs and sections 

closer together and singing from the altar.  We need to do this so that 

we are more used to singing together as a group, in the correct location 

and to help us balance sound properly. 

However, we are more than aware that some people aren’t yet ready to 

mix with others yet and if you aren’t ready, don’t want to or are nervous 

about that, you will need to let Hannah know by 12pm on Friday 26 

November to help us with the mammoth task of creating a seating plan 

that works for the people who wish to keep a distance and those who 

don’t mind mixing.  Her details are hannah@semusic.org.uk | 07806 

664 160  

If you don’t get in touch with Hannah, we will assume that you are 

happy to mix with other people. 

Regardless of whether you are comfortable mixing with others or not, 

from Sunday 28 November all singers must take a lateral flow test on 

the day of rehearsals, bring a face covering with them to all rehearsals 

unless exempt (ideally they should wear a green and yellow lanyard) 

and should not attend if someone in their household has symptoms of 

and/or tested positive for COVID-19.  This will also apply to events and 

Christmas services over the next month or so too.   If someone doesn’t 

follow this guidance, we will not allow them to take part in rehearsals or 

planned events. 
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To be able to get together again and sing in the summer was a 

wonderful experience after so long without being together to sing.  It’s 

something that I’d missed so much and filled my heart with joy. 

A few of us were still wary about getting involved in the summer, but it’s 

great to know they’re ready to be involved again and there are also 

some new faces too – welcome to you all. 

Before we begin to celebrate our 25th birthday as a choir, we’ve got our 

Christmas events to do first. 

This year I have been particular about choosing pieces that we’re all 

familiar with – so everything we’re doing we’ve done before or will be 

something easy to pick up on.  That being said, there are rumours of 

ABBA releasing a Christmas song so I may go back on that… 

To help us celebrate our 25th Birthday and look towards the future, over 

the summer, I have worked with the Support Team and all of you to 

help shape the work that we do and really find what is important to us 

all.  Thank you to those people who got involved.  It’s been great to 

hear so many different perspectives and ideas for who we want to be 

and what we want to achieve.  I hope that the plan we have pulled 

together works for everyone. 

What became apparent is there are lots of areas of our work that we 

need to look at in greater detail and we’ll use the next couple of years 

to address these things, but everyone was in agreement – the work we 

do is special, unique and everyone feels part of our SEMusic family.  

Thank you for being part of that family; your contribution is priceless 

and you really help to make us one of the most-inclusive music 

organisations in the North-West 

  

Charlie 
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Leadership team 

Our Leadership team oversee the running of SEMusic, from the music 

we choose and where we perform it to making sure that our music 

licensing and insurance is paid; ultimately without them, we couldn’t 

continue to do what we do and keep it free, fun and for everyone. 

Each of our directors have a specific area that they look after and with 

help from our Support Team they manage the day to day running of 

SEMusic. 

Charlie Corkin  Director (Safeguarding lead)   
07730 413024  charlie@semusic.org.uk    

 
As Director, Charlie is responsible for running SEMusic.  He is also the 
musical director for St. Edmund's Choir. 
  

 

Sophie McQueen  Deputy Director (#LoveToSing & Services)  
07790 576038  sophie@semusic.org.uk   

 
Sophie is the director of #LoveToSing, our children's choir.  She also 
supports the running of music at church services, including weddings 
and funerals. 

 
 

Hannah Wainwright Assistant Director (Engagement & Events) 
   07806 664 160   hannah@semusic.org.uk 
 
Hannah is responsible for engagement with all our singers.  She is also 
responsible for the operational planning of events and concerts. 
 
 
Sarah Lee  Assistant Director (Finance) 
   07557 335 037  sarah@semusic.org.uk  
  
Sarah is responsible for the financial functions of SEMusic. 

 

mailto:charlie@semusic.org.uk
mailto:sophie@semusic.org.uk
mailto:hannah@semusic.org.uk
mailto:sarah@semusic.org.uk
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Support Team  

The SEMusic Support Team support the day-to-day running of the 

group.  Each member of the Support Team has a particular 

responsibility so if there is something in particular you’d like to discuss, 

please speak to the relevant Support Team member. 

#LoveToSing & Services 

Helen Lee 
#LoveToSing & Services Officer 
07708 583 272 

Jenni Daniels 
#LoveToSing Assistant 
07847 209 183 

Engagement & Events  

Toby Corkin 
Membership Assistant 
07557 024 602  
 

Imelda Morrison 
Engagement & Events Officer 
07947 693 471 

Sarah Pilkington 
Social Events Officer 
07734 868 381 
 

Jacqui Williams 
Engagement & Events Assistant 
07486 615 566 

Finance  

Sylvia Doyle 
Ticket Assistant 
07552 170 724 

 

 

Support team meetings 

There are five support team meetings over the next few months and 

everyone is welcome to join.  Details of when the meetings take place 

can be found on the following page. 

Meetings are open to everyone – you don’t need to be a part of the 

team to come along! 

Growing the team 

We are currently looking for some new people to join the support team 

to help us with fundraising, sponsorship, marketing and 

communications.  If you or someone you know would be interested, 

please speak to Charlie. 

 

Dates for the diary can be found on the following page  
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Updated dates for the diary 

Sunday 28 November  6pm  Tenor/Bass sectional 
    7pm Full choir rehearsal 
 
Sunday 5 December  12:30pm LGBTQ+ Mass, All Saints’   
Anfield 
 
    6pm Soprano/alto sectional 
    7pm Full choir rehearsal 
 
Thursday 9 December arrive for 6pm 
    Prostate Cancer Christmas Concert 
    The Concert Room, St George’s Hall 
 
Sunday 12 December  6pm Support Team meeting 
    7pm Full choir rehearsal 
 
Wednesday 15 December 6:30pm Full choir rehearsal 
 
Sunday 19 December  2:30pm LoveToSing concert 
    7:30pm Christmas Concert 

 

Christmas Masses 

4:30pm – Our Lady Star of the Sea 
11:30pm – St Edmund’s 
9:45am – St Edmund’s 

11:30am – Our Lady Star of the Sea 
 

 Sunday 6 March 2022 – Spring concert (St. Edmund’s Church) 

 Saturday 11 June 2022 – Summer concert (The Crypt, Metropolitan 

Cathedral) 

 Saturday 18 July 2022 - #LoveToSing summer concert (The Garden, St. 

Edmund’s Church) 

 Saturday 17 December 2022 – Christmas concert (St. George’s Hall) 
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2022 sees SEMusic, which began as St. Edmund's Choir, turn 25. 

It has grown from a group of four people singing at Mass to almost 100 

people aged 4 to 88 meeting each week to make music together, 

perform events and as a place to escape to. 

During summer 2021, we engaged with as many of our singers and 

friends to help refine our vision, mission and values that influence the 

work we do. 

 

OUR VISION 

The most inclusive music organisation in the North-West. 

OUR MISSION 

Free, fun, for everyone: making the arts accessible to all. 

OUR VALUES 

We find joy in sharing music with each other 

We look out for one another 

We all feel part of something special 

We believe that everyone has the chance to realise their full 

musical potential 

We will grow as individuals and as an organisation and this will 

change the world around us 

We love to sing 

We are imaginative and innovative 

We take risks with the music we make 

 

We believe that everyone regardless of background, ability or 

income should have access to the arts 



8 
 

We are committed to ensuring that everyone in our community 

is treated with care and compassion 

 

We take responsibility for getting the best out of SEMusic 

through dedication, honesty and a commitment to transparency. 

OUR AIMS 

We want to be the most-inclusive music organisation in the North-

West; an organisation that has an opportunity for everyone involved to 

have a say in how it is run. 

We want to connect with people who haven’t been able to access 

music and bring singing, creativity and community to them. 

We always put the people we work with at the heart of everything we 

do, using music to unite people and ensure that SEMusic remains a 

jewel in the crown of the North-West community. 

We will be an organisation that people are proud to be a part of and a 

place where ownership is with all of our singers – big and small.  We 

will provide opportunities for people of all ages, backgrounds and 

abilities to develop music skills and opportunities to sing. 

To do this we will focus on: 

 Retaining our singers 

 Connecting with new people 

 Exploring new ways to engage new people 

 

Using music, we will create memorable experiences and opportunities 

for people, using music as a tool for creativity, education and 

performance. 

We will strive to make our work accessible for everyone, adapting the 

work that we do for different audiences – in person and online.   

To do this we will focus on: 
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 In person events 

 SEMusic on the Road 

 Online performances 

 Platforms for other musicians 

 Music for the Parish of St. Oscar Romero 

 

We will be the go-to group of choirs in Sefton supporting at events 

across Liverpool City Region.  

We will have a bold profile and brand that is easily recognisable in 

Waterloo, Sefton and the North-West. 

We will be known as a leading organisation amongst amateur music 

groups and a beacon for the arts within the local community.   

To do this we will focus on: 

 Sharing our stories 

 Leading the arts sector in Sefton 

 Being more bold 

 Developing our brand 

 

We strengthen the skills within our Leadership and Support Team to 

continue the growth of SEMusic.  

We will generate income through performances, donations and 

sponsorship to ensure that access to our services is free.  We will use 

our financial resilience to further grow our work, creating more 

opportunities for people to get involved in singing and the arts.  

To do this we will focus on: 

 Financial resilience 

 People & Support Team development 

 Investment in equipment 



10 
 

Rehearsals 

Rehearsals will take place each Sunday between 7pm and 8:30pm.  As 

we draw nearer to the busy Christmas period, we may extend 

rehearsals slightly to make sure we have covered everything. 

Rehearsals will take place each week in St. Edmund’s Church, Oxford 

Road.  There will be distancing within some spaces to keep people 

feeling safe. 

 

Make yourself at home 

We know everyone is busy, so we want to emphasise that we have a 

flexible approach to rehearsals.  If you need to arrive late or leave 

early, feel free to do so. 

Some members bring their children from time-to-time – they’d be more 

than welcome, whether they choose to join in or not. 

If you know you’re going to be missing, we do suggest that you have 

an extra 10-minute look through your folder or having a practice via 

YouTube (there are some really good videos with the sheet music on – 

if you search “name of piece score” you should be able to find them!) 

 

Attendance 

We try our best to do all the hard work so we can get the most out of 

rehearsals, we ask that you let us know when you can/can’t make a 

rehearsal as soon as possible.  We know that sometimes this isn’t 

always possible, but it is a huge help when it comes to planning if we 

know who we have coming to join us. 

The best way to let people know if you’re not able to attend a rehearsal 

is sharing through your section’s WhatsApp group or calling/texting 

Toby on 07557 024 602. 
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Lost property 

If you happen to leave something behind at rehearsal and 

don’t realise until too late, the best thing to do is call the Parish office 

during the week on 0151 928 3629.   

 

Seen something you don’t like? 

Let Imelda or Jacqui know – they’re always on hand to try and solve 

anything there and then or take any worry off you. 

 

Safeguarding 

If you have a concern about someone’s wellbeing or safety, please 

speak to Charlie or Hannah about it unless in the case of an 

emergency, in which case call 999 first. 

 

COVID 

We’ve always taken pride in having an open-door policy to everyone, 
with flexibility for everyone’s needs.  We’re asking you to bear with us 
as we come out the other side of the pandemic before we’re able to be 
as flexible as usual.  
  
How we’re keeping you safe  

 We’ve done a thorough risk assessment in line with UK 
Government, Making Music and Archdiocese guidance  

 Everyone will have the option to be socially distanced  

 We’ll clean all areas before and after use  

 Our Support Team will wear face coverings when moving 
about the building  

 Windows will be open to help with air flow  

 Rehearsals will be streamed so they can be watched 
from home  

 Any shared books or music will be quarantined for 24 hours 
before/after use  
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What we need your help with  

 Bring a face covering  

 Sanitise on arrival  

 Avoid moving from your space if possible allocated space  

 Try and maintain a distance from your choir friends and family, 
unless they’ve said it’s okay  

 

Social media 

We are happy for you to use your phone, as long as you are not 

interrupting rehearsals. However, we would love it if you shared our 

events and posts from our social media accounts! 

Facebook – SEMusic 

Instagram - @semusiclpool  

Twitter - @SEMusicLpool 

Help us remain free, fun and for everyone 

Whilst every event and rehearsal we do is free – including all music 

costs – if you are able to make a donation to help support our work, 

please speak to Sylvia. 
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Prostate Cancer Christmas Concert | Thursday 9 December, time tbc | 

St. George’s Hall, Liverpool City Centre 

- Do you hear what I hear? 

- White Christmas 

- When a child is born 

- O Little Town of Bethlehem 

- Have yourself a merry little Christmas 

- The First Noel 

- Carol of the bells 

 

Arrive for 6pm 

Event begins at 7:30pm 

Available from the Prostate Cancer website 

Smart 

 

Christmas Songs, Stories, Lessons & Carols| Sunday 19 December, 

2:30pm | St. Edmund’s, Waterloo 

Little Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth 

White Christmas 

Carol of the Bells 
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Please arrive for 1:30pm in the Lisbonian Room (using the 

Conservatory entrance).  You will be able to leave belongings here.  

We do, however, suggest that expensive items are not brought. You 

will not be able to bring handbags or coats with you to your seat.  

There will be a short rehearsal for 30 minutes. 

The doors will open to the public at 1:55pm, and the start time 

is 2:30pm. We ask that members of the public/friends and family do not 

come into Lisbonian Room and that everyone is ready to move onstage 

at 2:20pm. This is both for health and safety and safeguarding 

purposes. The event is expected to finish at approximately 3:30pm.   

Following this, singers can either stick around at church or go home 

before the evening event.  We would ask for some volunteers to 

support with changing and tidying of some of the areas if they are 

planning to stay around.  

 

Tickets will be available from the beginning of November and will be 
on sale from Sylvia Doyle at 6:45pm before rehearsals and at the end 
of each rehearsal. They will also be available online 
at semusic.org.uk and in the parish office.  Tickets will be £5 per 
person.  
  
Any tickets to be left on the door for collection should be given to Sylvia 
in an envelope with the name of the person(s) collecting the tickets, the 
quantity and the name of the person who bought them. Tickets cannot 
be reserved in advance and will be sold on a first come, first served 
basis.  
 

Christmas jumpers.  Bright colours.  Anything sparkling and 

Christmassy! 

http://www.stedmundschoir.eventbrite.com/
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Christmas Concert | Sunday 19 December, 7:30pm | St. Edmund’s 

Church, Waterloo 

 
When a child is born – The Choir 
God Bless Us Everyone – Toby 
Silver Bells – Emily 
White Christmas – The Choir 
Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy – The Choir 
Jesus Christ the Apple Tree – Kathy and Sophie 
Thorns in the Straw – Hannah 
Away in a Manger – Katherine 
O Come All ye Faithful – The Choir and Congregation 
God Rest You Merry Gentlemen – The Choir and Congregation 
Christmas Lullaby – Group 
O Holy Night – Hannah and the Choir 
Do You Hear What I Hear? – The Choir 
 
Amen! Go Tell It on the Mountain – The Choir 
The Angel Gabriel - Group 
O Little Town of Bethlehem – The Choir and Congregation 
River – Sarah Lee 
I’ll be home for Christmas – Sophie 
Hark the Herald Angels’ Sing – The Choir and Congregation 
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas – The Choir 
A Christmas Blessing – Group 
The Shepherd’s Farewell – The Choir 
Tell Out My Soul – Group 
Carol of the Bells – The Choir 
The Twelve Days of Christmas – The Choir 
 
 

Following the afternoon event, choir members can either stick around 

at church or go home before the evening event.  We would ask for 

some volunteers to support with changing and tidying of some of the 

areas.  
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Everyone must arrive by 6pm and we will have a short rehearsal at 

6:10pm and doors will open at 6:50pm.  The event will start at 7:30pm 

with an interval at approximately 8:30pm.  The event is expected to 

finish at around 9:45pm.  

Belongings will be locked in the Lisbonian Room.  If you wish to take a 

small, black bag with you to your seat, you would be welcome to.  

At the end of the night, we would appreciate some support in putting 

the various areas back together. 

 

Tickets will be available from the beginning of November and will be on 

sale from Sylvia Doyle at 6:45pm before rehearsals and at the end of 

each rehearsal. They will also be available online at 

www.semusic.org.uk and in the parish office.  

Tickets are £12 and include mulled wine, mince pies and a souvenir 

programme.  

Any tickets to be left on the door for collection should be given to Sylvia 

in an envelope with the name of the person(s) collecting the tickets, the 

quantity and the name of the choir member who bought them. Tickets 

cannot be reserved in advance and will be sold on a first come, first 

served basis. 

 

Skirts/trousers 

Trousers and skirts must be a suitable length and not trailing on the 

floor.  They must be black in colour.  They may have some pattern, 

lace, sequins, beadwork or decoration but this should also be black in 

colour.   

Not permitted: Jeans, mini-skirts, denim skirts, cargo pants, tracksuit 

bottoms or leggings. 

 

Blouses/shirts/tops 
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Black, preferably with long sleeves.   Shirts and blouses should be 

ironed.  They may have some pattern, lace, sequins, beadwork or 

decoration but this should also be black in colour.  

Top buttons of shirts may be undone if a tie is not worn. 

Not permitted: Ill-fitting, sleeveless, see-through or low-cut blouses. 

 

Dresses 

Black. They may have some pattern, lace, sequins, beadwork or 

decoration but this should also be black in colour.   

 

Not permitted: Ill-fitting, sleeveless, see-through or low-cut dresses. 

 

Shoes 

Black.   Footwear must be polished, clean and presentable.  

Not permitted: Trainers, flip flops and excessive high heels, pumps and 

cloth shoes. 

 

Jewellery 

Silver, not excessive use of jewellery. 

 

Tie 

Plain or patterned black, no other colours. 

 

Hosiery 

Black socks or tights with no pattern.  Tights should be at least 30 

denier. 

 

Singing at Mass 

We are so proud of our diverse and broad range of backgrounds and 

cultures within the choir’s membership.  Our group’s heritage began at 

St. Edmund’s church and they have been and still contribute vastly to 

the work that we do – that’s why we continue to support them as much 

as we can.  

In September 2020, St. Edmund’s merged with Our Lady Star of the 

Sea, Seaforth to become the Parish of St. Oscar Romero, Seaforth and 

Waterloo.  It’s a great opportunity for us to work with the community of 
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Our Lady Star of the Sea church and help them out with music where 

we can.  They have their own organist, Ben, who leads their music.  

We do a mixture of folk, modern and traditional music to try and keep 

something for everyone too!  

Mass times  St. Edmund’s Church  Saturday 5:30pm / 

Sunday 9:45am  

Our Lady Star of the Sea Saturday 4:00pm / 

Sunday 11:30am 

 

Christmas services 

Time for Christmas services are: 

 4:30pm at Our Lady, Star of the Sea on Christmas Eve 

 Carols Service and Midnight Mass, from 11:30pm at St. Edmund’s 

on Christmas Eve 

 9:45am at St. Edmund’s on Christmas Day 

 11:30am at Our Lady, Star of the Sea on Christmas Day 

 

No one is expected to attend any of the Masses over Christmas 

Eve/Christmas Day but you would be more than welcome to join us 

and sing in the choir loft at St. Edmund’s Church or Our Lady, Star of 

the Sea church.  Music choices are yet to be confirmed, but will be 

music that are familiar carols or pieces from this year’s concert. 

The Christmas Eve Mass at St. Edmund’s (6:30pm) will be led by 

#LoveToSing.   

 


